Olfactory enrichment in captive Asian elephants
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Introduction

Elephants are long-living and
large-brained mammals. Due to
their highly-developed cogni-
tive and sensory abilities, it is a
challenge to provide captive
elephants with adequate envi-
ronmental enrichment in order
to prevent poor welfare.

The present study therefore as-
sessed the effect of different
objects and odors as environ-
mental enrichment for captive

(Elephas maximus)
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Essential oils

The results showed that the elephants significantly differed in their interest towards

the different odor stimuli .The essential oil of cardamom, for example, was significantly

more attractive, in terms of time spent sniffing, compared to all other when presented

on wooden logs.
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; Conclusion

In conclusion, these findings suggest
that odor stimuli seem to be an ef-
fective way to enrich the environ-
ment of Asian elephants, and to im-
prove their welfare in a zoo setting.
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