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Background

Reindeer are extensively kept and have litte contact with humans, handling and loading facilities and might, therefore,
be particularly susepcteble to stress during loading/unloading.

The alM of the study was to assess and pinpoint factors that affect reindeer welfare during loading/unloading.

Methods

Reindeer and handlers were observed during loading and
unloading. The pre-loading handling and time to
load/unload was recorded. The loading/unloading facilities
were evaluated.

Results

Reindeer behaviors observed during loading/unloading,
expressed as the percentage of all the loadings/unloadings
In which the behaviors were observed.

100- Event _

ClLoading
[IUnloading

807

Percent
(8]
o
1
I

a. Pulsujarvi loading ramp; with slatted flooring and
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Differences between slaughter and live-animals in
behaviors observed were found. **p<0.01 Conclusions
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reindeer during loading/unloading.
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Time spent in corral between pre-loading handling and
loading correlated negatively with the reindeer behavior
Aggression (r;=-0.316, p=0.004) and the time to load
reindeer into the lorry (r,=-0.412, p>0.001).
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